[image: image1.jpg]WYy Habitat

Romania



[image: image2.emf]
Press Release
For immediate release
Women Build on Women’s Day
On March 7, 23 ladies from Timisoara chose to spend the Saturday on site as part of a volunteering action to build the first protected house in Romania, in order to support five people with severe mental disabilities.

The construction of the Cristian house has been initiated by the “Pentru Voi” Foundation in partnership with the association Habitat for Humanity Romania and funded by Open Society Mental Health Initiative and Vodafone Foundation Romania in partnership with the Timisoara City Hall and Local Council.
The ladies celebrated Women’s Day working on site: they covered the exterior of the building with impregnated cardboard; they assembled interior OSB plates on the structured walls; they cleaned the PVC carpentry, they assembled different particular structural elements (support for central heating elements, ceiling profiles, etc.); they cleaned at the end of the working day. The women on site were highly involved and serious to carry out their tasks under the supervision of the construction specialists.
“I am very happy about today. I did not expect so many ladies to build on weekend, right before Women’s Day. They proved once again how strong women are and that we can rely on them when needed”, stated Zoltán Szövérdfi-Szép, project manager.

The volunteers were satisfied that they chose not to stay at home and contribute even with a few hours to changing the lives of five people with severe mental disabilities.
“I heard about this project from a friend and I wanted to give a helping hand. I nailed a lot of nails today and now I am happy that the results of our work today are visible”, said Cristina Dogaru, a volunteer.
At the end of the day, the ladies received flowers and trinkets on Women’s Day, as well as diploma of attendance and T-shirts for their involvement.
On this occasion, the “Pentru Voi” Foundation and Habitat for Humanity Romania released the “Month of Solidarity and Social Insertion at Pentru Voi” that will develop during the month of March; they will organize volunteering actions meant to support the involvement of the people and companies from Timisoara to the benefit of people with severe mental disabilities. Thus, we invite you to join the “Pentru Voi” volunteers any time in March to help these young people welcome spring AT HOME. There will be a lot of work and anyone willing to help is welcome. No construction expertise is needed. The Habitat for Humanity Romania specialists will guide you through.
We would like to use this opportunity to thank all firms and companies who expressed their solidarity with this project and provided professional services, building materials, or volunteers: SC Subcontrol SRL, MG Building Design, Baumix, Tifel, Isover, Rotary Club Timisoara, Alcatel – Lucent, General Beton, Smithfield, Provident Financial.
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