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PRESS RELEASE
The first protected house for people with disabilities is being built!
Timisoara – 25 November 2008

The Mayor of the Timisoara city, Gheorghe Ciuhandu, attended the release of the project to build a protected house for 5 people with severe mental disabilities today. The project was initiated by the “Pentru Voi” Foundation together with the non-profit association Habitat for Humanity Romania.

Right after his arrival on the “Habitat – Pentru Voi” site, the Mayor started to work to erect the first wall of the protected house. He worked ceaselessly as a volunteer for an hour together with Adrian Ciorna, President of Habitat for Humanity Romania and the two project managers, Zoltán Szövérdfi from the “Pentru Voi” Foundation, and Ionuţ Raita from Habitat. The second wall of the future home of people with disabilities was erected by the employees of the two organizations as volunteers and the beneficiaries of the “Pentru Voi” Day Care Center.

The building covering an area of 170 sq. m. is specially designed for the needs of the 5 lodgers and will have a kitchen, a living-room, two bathrooms with special equipment and five individual bedrooms. The project is funded by Mental Health Initiative of the Open Society Institute Budapest and develops in partnership with the Timisoara Local Council that leased the 2755 sq. m. land for 49 years for free.
In 1991, I left Timisoara as an Engineering graduate. I went to Beius and I had no idea where fate would take me. Seventeen years later, I am happy to be part of a pilot project of Habitat for Humanity in Romania together with beneficiaries with severe mental disabilities here, in Timisoara. I am convinced that we will be a continuous presence in Timisoara together with the Pentru Voi Foundation and other socially disadvantaged categories. The encouragement of Mayor Ciuhandu is a motivation in point” confessed Adrian Ciorna, President HFH Romania.
· “Pentru Voi” Foundation aims at increasing life quality for persons with development disabilities and their families. 

· Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit association aiming at eliminating poverty housing and homelessness all over the world. 
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