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PRESS RELEASE
Everybody is entitled to dignity and respect
Timisoara, 11 November 2008 – the “Pentru Voi” Foundation together with the non-profit association Habitat for Humanity Romania have started a project to build a protected house for 5 people with severe mental disabilities. The building covering an area of 170 square meters is specially designed for the needs of the 5 beneficiaries and will have 5 separate sleeping-rooms, a kitchen, a living-room and two bathrooms with special equipment.
The project is funded by the Mental Health Initiative of the Open Society Institute Budapest in partnership with the Timisoara Local Council that leased 2755 square meters of land for 49 years. The aim of the project is to provide a chance for decent life in community to 5 people with severe disabilities. At the same time, this house will show that people with severe mental disabilities can live amongst their fellows without being segregated in institutions where they are often devoid of fundamental rights.
“Everybody is entitled to dignity and respect. The most painful obstacle that people with mental disabilities face is the prejudiced attitude of some decision-makers in social assistance system sending them to isolation and refusing to give them a chance to live in community together with their friends, family, and neighbors. Imagine how it would be to live all your life in a hospital with no occupation, sharing room with strangers you have not chosen, no personal stuff, no privacy, not being able to choose what you eat or wear. Now, almost 20,000 persons with disabilities live like this in Romania” pointed out Mrs. Laila Onu, Executive Manager at “Pentru Voi” Foundation.
“Habitat Association was established on the idea that each man, woman and child with no discrimination has to live in safety and dignity. We think God wants people with disabilities to have equal access to decent housing and enjoy hope in life” stated Adrian Ciorna, President of Habitat for Humanity Romania.
Several local and national companies will contribute with building materials: Romstal with heating and water equipment, Isover with mineral wool for thermal insulation, Baumix with thermo-system for house stucco, General Beton has contributed to casting the foundation, while Tifel provides the painting for interior finishing. Students in Medicine in Timisoara have announced their participation as volunteers. At the same time, people with mental disabilities graduating mason/painter courses organized by “Pentru Voi” Foundation will work to erect the protected house.
“In this way, we invite the community in Timisoara to join us in this project by providing building materials, donations and, last but not least, by being involved as volunteers” said Zoltán Szövérdfi, project manager.
· “Pentru Voi” Foundation aims at increasing life quality for persons with development disabilities and their families. 

· Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit association aiming at fighting improper living conditions and homelessness all over the world. 
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