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Vodafone Romania Foundation and Habitat for Humanity have become partners to build social houses in Timisoara
Timisoara, March 24, 2009 – Vodafone Romania Foundation has released today the greatest volunteering project to build houses for disadvantaged families together with the Association Habitat for Humanity Romania. The first beneficiaries are people with severe mental disabilities in the care of “Pentru Voi” Foundation.
26 Vodafone volunteers participated together with Association Habitat for Humanity’s experienced builders to finish the interior and exterior of the Cristian House, the first house specially designed to respond to the needs of the five beneficiaries.
“We are glad that our endeavors today give a chance for a decent home adapted to the needs of people with severe mental disabilities so generously looked after by our partners, “Pentru Voi” Foundation. With this action, we start the series of volunteering events on Habitat sites this year. We will be present together with our colleague volunteers in eight counties throughout the country and will erect houses for 43 families in need”, said Elena Serban, Director of Vodafone Romania Foundation.
“Each individual has the right to dignity and respect. The most painful obstacle people with mental disabilities have to face is the prejudiced attitude of some decision-makers in social services system condemning them to isolation and refusing to give them a chance to live in community together with friends, family and neighbors. Imagine your life in a hospital with no occupation, sharing a room with strangers you have not chosen and having no personal stuff, no intimacy, not choosing what to eat or wear. Almost 20,000 people with disabilities live like that in Romania”, stated Laila Onu, Executive Manager at “Pentru Voi” Foundation.
The volunteering action today belongs to a series of volunteering activities under the “Month of solidarity and social insertion at Timisoara” meant to support the involvement of people and companies from Timisoara in actions to the benefit of people with severe mental disabilities.
Vodafone Romania Foundation is funding the project developing in partnership with the Timisoara City Hall and Local Council together with the Open Society Mental Health Initiative Budapest and Habitat for Humanity.
***
Vodafone Romania Foundation is a Romanian non-governmental charity organization different from the company’s commercial operations. The activity of Vodafone Romania Foundation is funded by Vodafone Romania S.A. through an annual budget. Besides, Vodafone Romania employees voluntarily contribute through monthly donations from their wages to which are added annual donations of Vodafone Group Foundation. Since its establishment over ten years ago, Vodafone Romania Foundation has invested 7.5 million Euros in hundreds of charity and social assistance programs.
“Pentru Voi” Foundation aims at increasing the life quality of adults with development disabilities and their families. It is the only association in Romania providing a wide range of community services for 160 beneficiaries: five protected houses, two day care centers, a leisure center, assistance service for 35 beneficiaries, a protected unit where 60 people with mental disabilities work. In the past year, “Pentru Voi” Foundation won four national and international prizes for their projects.
Habitat for Humanity Romania builds and renovates simple, decent and affordable houses for and with the families in need whose future is seriously influenced by their living conditions. The materials are donated or sponsored and the construction is carried out by volunteers together with the beneficiary families. So far, over 1,000 families in Romania and 250,000 families in 100 countries have acquired houses built through the Habitat program.

